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A. INFECTIOUS DISEASES – STUDENT CONTEXT 
 
Procedures for diseases not spread by casual contact.  
 

1. No student shall be required to have any blood testing or medical consultation to rule 
out the possibility of a bloodborne pathogen disease.  

 
2. Students who believe they are displaying symptoms of a bloodborne pathogen 

disease or district health staff who observe such symptoms, are encouraged to 
contact the County Health Department or their personal physician.  

 
3. The appropriate school nurse shall be the district’s contact person for outside 

agencies.  
 
4. Any student who is diagnosed as having a bloodborne pathogen disease and/or the 

parent or guardian of any bloodborne pathogen disease student is encouraged to 
report this fact to the Superintendent and is encouraged to authorize the release of 
any bloodborne pathogen disease related information regarding the infection to the 
school administrator, school nurse, the District Infectious Disease Committee, and 
the Superintendent.  

 
B. CONFIDENTIALITY 
 
Bloodborne pathogen disease information will remain strictly confidential.  Permissible 
disclosure will occur pursuant to a signed Authorization for Release or court order.  
 
School officials and employees shall keep bloodborne pathogen disease related information 
confidential however obtained.  The information shall not be disclosed to any person, unless the 
protected individual (or a person with capacity to consent) has completed and signed an 
Authorization for Release Form, a court order has been issued, or the person to whom the 
information has been furnished is authorized to receive such information without a release form.  
Persons authorized to receive bloodborne pathogen disease information without a release 
include physicians providing care, agencies monitoring such care, and insurance companies for 
payment purposes.  Disclosure to school personnel staff requires a release or court order.  
 
If disclosure occurs pursuant to a signed release or order, the information shall only be released 
to those listed on such form or order, for the time period specified and only for the purpose 
stated on the form or order.  
 
Such form shall be signed by the protected individual or when the protected individual lacks 
capacity to consent, a person authorized pursuant by law to consent to health care for the 
individual.  Questions in regard to such capacity shall be referred to the school attorney.  
 
Confidential Authorization forms will be kept in locked files in the principal’s or school nurse’s 
office depending who is named on the form.  Information DOES NOT go into a cumulative 
health form.  
 
If a school officer or employee who has not been made privy to confidential bloodborne 
pathogen disease related information pursuant to an Authorization Form or court order 
reasonably believes that a student may present a clear and imminent danger to an individual 
whose life or health may unknowingly be at significant risk as a result of contact with the person, 
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he/she should express these concerns to the Superintendent who may attempt to obtain an 
Authorization Form from the individual or someone else with the capacity to consent.  Should 
this request be refused, the Superintendent may recommend to the school board that the district 
seek an order for disclosure of confidential bloodborne pathogen disease related information.  
 
If no such consent or court order is obtained, the district will take no further action in this matter 
and will instruct the appropriate personnel not to disclose information in regard to this case.  
 
C. EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING 
 
No district student who is diagnosed with a bloodborne pathogen disease may be prevented 
from participating in the continuation of their education on the basis of this diagnosis.  If a 
student with a bloodborne pathogen disease, because of medical status cannot participate fully 
in a school education the District will provide an appropriate educational program in the least 
restrictive environment.  
 
All cases will be evaluated on an individual basis by the District infectious Disease Committee.  
Any action taken will be consistent with state and federal law.  A decision related to school 
attendance will be based on the ability of the school to meet the needs of the child or staff 
member.  
 
The purpose of the District Infectious Disease Committee is to address medical issues, 
confidentiality, current legislation and appropriate educational programs.  The District Infectious 
Disease Committee shall be composed of the following:  
 
1. Assistant Superintendent 
2. School Nurse 
3. The child’s personal physician or a report from the personal physician. 
4. Student’s parent or guardian 
5. A District-Psychologist (Designated by the Assistant Superintendent) 
6. A School Counselor (From the student’s building) 
7. A student advocate if requested by the parents/guardian.  
 
The procedures set forth here shall be followed in any instance where the school district 
receives confidential bloodborne pathogen disease related information concerning a student 
through the Authorization Form or through a court order.  
 
a. The chairperson shall convene the District Infectious Disease Committee after being 

notified of a student who has a bloodborne pathogen disease.  
 
 At such time as the District Infectious Disease Committee receives confidential bloodborne 

pathogen disease related information, it shall, on a case by case basis, review all of the 
medical and educational information pertinent to the individual situation and shall make a 
determination as to the appropriateness of the current educational placement, program, or 
setting for the student.  In making its determination, the District Infectious Disease 
Committee shall consider but not be limited by the following factors:  

 
1. Age of the affected student.  Primary school children may, for example, come in 

closer contact with one another in the classroom than older children.  
2. The school setting in which the student normally would be placed.  
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3. The student’s control of bodily secretions, such as mucus, saliva, urine or feces and 
the presence of open sores or wounds.  

4. Risk of infection to the affected student by other persons.   
 

Under the following circumstances, a student with a bloodborne pathogen disease might 
pose a risk of transmission to others:  if the student lacks toilet-training has open sores 
that cannot be covered or demonstrate behavior (e.g., biting) which could result in direct 
exposure of potentially infected body fluids.  If any of these circumstances exists, the 
District Infectious Disease Committee for bloodborne pathogen diseases must determine 
whether a risk of transmission exists.  

 
b. In the event of the presence of any contagious or communicable disease (such as 

chickenpox or measles, etc.) in the school district which may constitute a risk to an 
infected individual, the Superintendent or a member of the medical staff with authorization 
to obtain the confidential bloodborne pathogen disease related information shall inform the 
student, or the student’s parents or legal guardian about such a risk.  

 
c. A student with a bloodborne pathogen disease will retain access to the classroom, with the 

approval of a personal physician, unless such access is determined by the District 
Infectious Disease Committee, to present a clear and imminent danger either to oneself or 
others.  

 
d. Upon District Infectious Disease Committee determination that a student is not to remain 

in his/her current educational program, the Superintendent may refer the case to the 
school’s Building Intervention Team in order to determine the need for special education 
services.  The Superintendent shall attempt to have the person or court agree to disclose 
such information to the Building Intervention Team, and may attempt to have the person or 
court agree to disclose such information to the classroom teacher(s) and any other 
personnel the Superintendent and the school attorney believe are appropriate.  

 
 If no such consent or court order is obtained the district will take no further action in this 

matter and will instruct the appropriate offices or employees not to disclose information in 
regard to the case.  

 
e. In cases where the unique circumstances of the student’s condition warrant programmatic 

modifications for the benefit of the student and protection of the health and safety of 
others, a referral to the Building Intervention Team for a  recommendation should be 
considered.  The Committee would then determine whether the student should be referred 
to special education , and if determined to be eligible would recommend an appropriate 
educational placement.  Even where the student was found not to be special education 
eligible, the student might be entitled accommodations as a disabled person under Sec. 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

 
 The Building Intervention Team shall also have the authority to invite the appropriate 

professionals familiar with bloodborne pathogen disease related illness to any meeting 
concerning the educational program for any such student, providing however, that such 
professional is named on a complete and signed Authorization Form or a court order.  

 
f. If the student had previously been evaluated and been recommended for placement by 

special education, and thereafter the student is deemed dangerous to him/herself or 
others, a short-term suspension (of five days or less) may be imposed, or other protective 
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procedures may be invoked.  However, where parents choose to exercise their due 
process rights under the appeal procedures set forth in state and federal law a student 
must remain in the original placement until appeal procedures are complete, or parental 
consent or court order for alternative placement is obtained.  

 
g. A parent may unilaterally request home instruction of a student with a bloodborne 

pathogen disease without involvement of any school team.  A student with a bloodborne 
pathogen disease who is hospitalized is entitled to instruction in that facility.  

 
h. Reassessment of educational placement will take place periodically.  
 
 
D. PREVENTION EDUCATION 
 
All students will be educated, using the district curriculum, with regard to the nature, 
transmission, prevention and treatment of a bloodborne pathogen disease unless exempted as 
per district policy.  
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